DRAFT


Texas Bioenergy Policy Council

Minutes from April 14, 2010 Meeting

Location: House Appropriations Hearing Room E1.030

Time: 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The following members were in attendance: Staples, Avant, Bagelman, Brody, Carrillo, Dickerson, Doguet, Estes, Hardcastle, Land, McDowell, Murphy, Nelson, Shaw, and Vaughan.

I. The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Todd Staples at 1:30 p.m. and a quorum was established.

II. Members were reminded of antitrust concerns [see attached].

III. The minutes from the December 10, 2009 Bioenergy Policy Council meeting were approved.

IV. Commissioner Staples briefed the council on TDA staff progress since the council’s last meeting. Highlights include:

a. Website creation: http://www.texasagriculture.gov/bioenergy
b. The first meeting of the Bioenergy Research Committee was held in February.

c. TDA finalized a funding agreement with the State Energy Conservation Office to deliver a bioenergy strategic plan.

d. As part of that agreement, an RFP was issued with responses due April 26th.

e. TDA will present a Bioenergy Status Report by June 2010.

V. The committee heard invited testimony:

a. Jess Totten, Public Utility Commission of Texas

b. Clint Bybee, ARCH Venture Partners

c. Mitch Jacobson, Austin Technology Incubator

d. Norm Sendler, Microgy

e. Jeff Snowden, CAPEX Consulting

f. Spencer Swayze, CERES Inc.

g. George King, Mustang Ridge Biogas Plant

VI. The committee heard public testimony:

a. Danny Vines, Aspen Power

VII. The committee adjourned. 

ATTACHED: ANTITRUST Reminder

