Like many farms and ranches across the state of Texas, organic livestock operations have
experienced herd loss and devastation to pasture and rangeland. However, this is doubly
troubling for ruminant organic livestock producers due to certain regulations of the USDA
National Organic Program (NOP). Sections 205.237(c) and 205.240 of the NOP Regulations
require that ruminant animals have a grazing season of at least 120 days and obtain a minimum
of 30 percent of their dry matter intake from pasture grazing.

On October 27, 2011 the Texas Department of Agriculture submitted a request to the USDA
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) for a temporary variance from sections 205.237(c) and
205.240 for organic livestock producers located in the state of Texas. The USDA AMS granted
the temporary variance to the 214 counties that were identified as primary natural disaster areas
earlier this year. Click here to view a listing of the 214 counties in alphabetical order. Click here
to view a copy of the temporary variance approval notice.



Anderson
Andrews
Angelina
Aransas
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Armstrong
Atascosa
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Baylor
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Sabine

San Augustine
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Shackelford
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Wood
Young
Zapata



USDA Agncultural 1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
= M A : Room 3071-S, STOP 0201
Washington, DC 20250-0201

NOTICE OF TEMPORARY VARIANCE APPROVAL

Mary Ellen Holliman | NOV ¢-8 2011
Coordinator for Organic Certification

Texas Department of Agrlcu]ture

1700 N. Congress Avenue

Austin, Texas 78701

_ Dear Ms. Holliman: R

On October 27, 2011, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) received a request for a temporary
variance from the Nationa] Organic Program (NOP) regulations §§205.237(c) and 205.240,
submitted by the Texas Department of Agriculture on behalf of ruminant livestock producers
located in several drought stricken Texas counties. The basis for establishing this variance for
these Texas counties is documented severe drought conditions. USDA has reviewed the
recommendation for a temporary variance for organic ruminant livestock producers according to
NOP regulation requirements in §205.290. Based upon the submitted documentation, the request
for temporary variance from §§205.237(c) and 205.240 is granted, with restrlctlons and is in
effect for the 2011 grazing season.

The temporary variance from §§ 205.237(c) and 205.240 is restricted to:

¢ Organic ruminant livestock producers located in any of the 214 Texas counties
designated as primary natural disaster areas on April 4, and June 24, 2011, by USDA
Secretary Thomas J. Vilsack.

¢ Non- 1rr1gated pasture only; producers having access to irrigated pasture are not included
in the variance.

e 2011 grazing season only; producers must comply with §§ 205.237(c)(2) and 205 240
for the 2012 grazing season, or submit a new request for Temporary Variance for
2012, as applicable.

If ydu have any questions regarding this decisioﬁ, please contact Robert Pooler, Regional
Accreditation Manager, at (202) 720-3252 or bob.pooler@ams.usda.gov.

Sincerely,
?W//Z%f:)

avid R. Shipman
- Acting Administrator
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