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In accordance with the provisions of the Texas Agriculture Code, Ch. 41, Subchapter I, established by the enactment of House Bill 1840, 82nd Legis., 2011, and, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) referendum rules found at 4 TAC, Ch. 17, Subchapter A, Div. 3, TDA will conduct a referendum on the establishment of a grain indemnity fund program. Eligible Texas producers of corn, sorghum, soybeans and/or wheat, including grain which is sold for seed, will decide if a refundable assessment at a range of 0.2% to a maximum of 0.6% of the final sales price of grain will be collected by the Texas Grain Producers Indemnity Board (TGPIB). The TGPIB will set the assessment rate each year. The fund will be used for payment of claims from producers who have suffered a loss due to the financial failure of a grain buyer. If approved, collection of the assessment will begin on Feb. 1, 2013, and continue until such time as the TGPIB notifies grain buyers to cease collection. Each grain buyer, including a purchaser, warehouseman, processor or commercial handler who buys grain from or stores unsold grain for a producer, shall collect the assessment by deducting the applicable percentage from the final sales price of the grain or from any funds advanced for that purpose. TGPIB rules may be found at Title 4, TAC, Part 6, Ch. 90.
The referendum will be held by mail balloting. Eligible producers may obtain a ballot at Texas AgriLife Extension offices beginning Nov. 19, 2012, during regular business hours; if unable to access an AgriLife office, a ballot may be requested from TDA. All ballots cast must be mailed to TDA in Austin, Texas, and postmarked no later than Dec. 7, 2012, in order to be valid. 
Eligible grain producers are persons, including the owner of a farm on which grain is produced or the owner’s tenant or sharecropper, engaged in the business of producing grain or causing grain to be produced for commercial purposes. Only a producer who has sold grain in the 36 months preceding Dec. 7, 2012, is eligible to vote in the referendum. 
For more information regarding the referendum, contact Lance Williams at TDA, P.O. Box 12847, Austin, Texas, 78711 or 512-463-3285 or visit TexasAgriculture.gov.
