


Environmental  Update

• HUD Region IV Workbook from Fort
Worth is no longer valid.

• https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/envi
ronmental‐review/

• The Request for Release of Funds that
needs to be used has 07/31/17 expiration
date located on the upper right corner.
– No other form will be accepted



Timing the Review

• National Environmental Protection Act 
(NEPA)

• 24 CFR 58.22

• Grant Recipients may not commit any 
project funds (regardless of whether 
the funding being committed is from 
CDBG or other sources) to a project 
before the environmental review has 
been completed and the release of 
funds has been issued.



Timing and Choice Limiting Actions

• 24 CFR 58.30(b) ‘Begin as soon as 
Recipient determines the projected use 
of HUD assistance.’

• Cannot commit HUD and non‐HUD funds 
to a proposed project prior to release of 
funds authorization

• Choice‐limiting actions will reduce or 
eliminate your opportunity to choose 
alternatives

• Examples: property acquisition, leasing,  
demolition, rehabilitation, construction, 
and site improvements (including site 
clearance)



Choice Limiting Actions

• Do not take ANY action until the 
environmental review compliance 
is achieved.

• Option agreements are allowable 
under 24 CFR 58.22(d) 



Best Practices 

• Begin environmental review process as 
soon as possible.

• Typical times required to complete review 
range from 1 to 120 days.

• Allow time for periods of public comment 
on environmental notices, including 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
and the Notice of Intent to Request for 
Release of Funds (NOI‐RROF).



Environmental Forms From TDA Website



The New HUD Environmental Website

For HUD Environmental: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/envi
ronmental‐review/



The New HUD Environmental Website



The New HUD Environmental Website



Environmental



The Statutory Worksheet

Acquiring entity does not have eminent 
domain authority, for instance:

◦ Property owner is a governmental 
entity, such as a school district.

◦ Economic Development project - The 
acquiring entity’s eminent domain 
authority is limited by law. (Govt. Code 
2206.001)



The worksheet



The worksheet continued  



Full EA from the HUD Website



Full EA Guidance HUD Website



Full EA Guidance cont. 



Full EA Guidance PDF Document



Front Page of the Full EA Packet



What to send in



Request for Release of Funds 



RECENT DISALLOWED COSTS

• Lack of Communication between the Grant 
Recipient and the City’s/County’s Grant 
Administrator / TDA causes serious issues 
including loss of funding

• Main Issue: Committing HUD Funds before 
the Environmental Review has been 
completed

• Please contact David Brown at 
david.brown@texasagriculture.gov if you 
have any questions – he is happy to assist



ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUESTIONS?


